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Defiance Soil & Water Conservation District | Summer 2026
06879 Evansport Road, Suite C, Defiance, OH 43512 | Phone: 419.782.1794 | Fax: 419.782.1791 | defianceswcd.org
Office Hours Monday-Friday 7:30 am- 4:00 pm

2026 Election of OFficers will be held at our 2026 Annual meefing//:ie/a/ c/a_(j

on Wea/nesda_cf, Se/a*ember q% from 3:00-6:30 pm
Cana/ia/afes are Rob Bosfm‘er, Jeff Hange and Zach Rosebroc/e

Rob Bostater is a first generation farmer in Defiance ROL Bos‘tatcp
County with 19 years of experience Forming and being . :

s B

involved in agriculture. Rob resides in Mark Township
with his wife Morgon where he emp|oys many

conservation practices on his own farm inc|uo|mg no till,
cover crops, filter strips, as well as variable rate

fertilizer and manure. Rob is seeking his second term

on the Defiance SWCD Board of Directors.

Jeff Hange

oming Events:

July 3rd

Office Closed
Jeff Hange resides near Sherwood with his wife

Lesley and their 3 young daughters. He is a member
of St. John Lutheran Church, Farm Bureau, and the
Sherwood State Bank Board. Jeff uses cover crops,
filter strips and variable rate nutrients on his acres. Jeff

has serveed on the SWCD Board for 4 terms.

Office Closed -

Labor Day Zach Rosbrock is o fifth generation farmer in : la(h RO.Sﬁl)POd(
Defiance Cou nty with Rosebrock Farms. His is the :
owner,& operator of RoseShell Farms. Zach resides
eptember 9th in Mark Center with his wife Abbey and their 2
tion of Officers at sons. He is a member of First Church of Christ in
Meeting/FieldDay Hicksville. Zach practices conservation practices such

as filter strips, multi species cover crops, no-till,

p\onﬁng green and infensive grazing with hogs and

chickens.

Each year the Defiance Soil and W ater Conservation District holds a public election for open
positions on the Board of Supervisors. Board member positions are voluntary and elected members
serve a three year term commencing January 1, 2027 and ending December 31, 2029. Individuals
who own or occupy land within Defiance County and are 18 years of age or older may vote for their

choice of S upervisor.

There are 3 Iwayvs an e|igib|e voter can cast a ballot:

]é’\d‘ Fh_e SWCD office, 06879 Evansport Road, from 8/11/2026 until 9/09/2026 during normal

: usiness hours; or

2. At the SWCD Field Day, which will take place at 06879 Evansport Road on 9/09/2026 from
OO0pm - 6:30pm; voting time is 4:00pm - 6:00pm, or

_n_ei'in'g absentee from 8/11/2026 until 9/09/2026, by requesting the ballot app|ica+ion and

€ [é’;fion ballot from the SWCD office at the following address 06879 Evansport Road, Defiance,
e 1( H, by calling 419-782-1794, or email baschemeier@defiancecounty.oh.gov. Absentee ballots

" must be received by the SWCD office by 9/09/2026 at 2200pm.



SQIVVENI CUWVIFE

2026 Area | Envirothon Comlpe*iﬁon— held Alori/ 22nd- was hosted by Williams Soil Water Conservation

District at the Williams Coun*y Conservation League south of Mom‘lpe/ier. Thirty-two feams represenfin
*wem‘y-*wo different school districts from across Area | compe*ea’. Defiance gounfy Schools were we//g

re/oresemlea/ with teams from Ayersvi//e, Hicksuville, and Fairview. The top four feams from the Area
Comlye*i*ion are e/igi[o/e fo go on and comlne*e in the State Envirothon Competition in June.
The compe*i*ion requires feams of five students wor/eing foge#)er fo complete test 1ues7tions for the
cm‘egories of soils, aquaﬁcs, foresv‘ry, and wildlife. Each of these also inc/ua/:s 1ues7‘ions surrounding this
ears current issue: Non-Point Source Ino//ufion- [t begins at Homel After scoring was comp/efeo/, IT was
etermined that Fairview Team | was first Io/ace with an overall score of 15. 1 Their feam scored highes*

n aaluafics and tied for highes* score in soils. Their advisor is Jacob Panico.

In addition, Hicksville’s team placed 3rd with an
overall score of 71.575. Hicksville team members
are Maddy Hedge, Anna Saunders, Marelly Gardia,
Lane Trzynka, and Alex Walters. Their advisor is

James Smith, Levi Panico, Drayden Grinnell-Dennis,
Owen Speiser, Riley Zachrich

Dier (ot Woanerg

NACD's S*ewara/shilu Poster Contest gives K-12 students an oPlnor*uni*y fo share their creative falents with a
sfewaro/ship message. |his years theme, Soil. Where it all begins, asked students fo influence the Ipub/ic about soils

impor?tance. Students from Ayersville, Fairview, Tinora, and Defiance City Schools Ibarﬁcipa*ed. First Place entries in
each cmtegor received a giﬁlj 1

cards o Alnac e Dairy Bar or Dee & (ees Dairy. First place winners in each cmtegor moved on 1o have their Ipos*ers

J'ualgea/ at the state ive/. Defiance SWCD thanks all sf 1

communit

card for Phoenix Theaters. Second and Third Place winners were given Ice cream giﬁ

udem‘s omd feachers WhO /aar ner WI'H‘) us 7L0 he/,o educmte our
abmt our VM?LW"H/ resources.

i
Lpadchsy

1st Place grade K-1 e ' 1st Place grade 7-8
Kennedy Prescott-Ayersville 1st Place grade 2-3 1st Place grade 4-6  Caydence Ankney-Fairview
Izzy Haller-Tinora Lilah Brown-Fairview



Cletus Vetter Scholarship a0\ N
receipients ) Q Y

The SWCD has established this scholarship in memory of Clete Vetter. Th'r§jv‘f€gnnuol c%llegé :
scholarship is meant to bring back into focus the vital necessity and passion for resource
conservation by encouraging college-bound students to consider a career in conservation, - '
natural resources, agriculture, or a related field. The scholarship committee decided to award
2 - $1,500 scholarships and 1- $500 this year. The scholarship committee reviewed many
applications and based their decision on the course of study and the desire for higher
education along with academic achievements, extra-curriculum activities and
determination.

William Zeedyk graduated from Fairview High School and plans to
attend Northwest State Community College to pursue his Agribusiness
degree.

Owen Speiser graduated from Fairview High School and will be attending
Owens Community College in the John Deere Technician Program.

Ruby Elston also graduated from Fairview High School and is going to
attend Bowling Green State University to study Family and Consumer
Science Education

The Defiance Soil and Water Conservation District and the Defiance Area
Foundation partnered to raise funds to establish the Cletus Vetter
Memorial College Scholarship for a Defiance County student/resident.
The SWCD was fortunate to have Clete as a very active Supervisor for

Pictured from left 4o righ'f: Dan Vetter Euby Elston ©Ver 20 years. He gave endless hours of volunteerism and was active in

William Zeeduk. O o Kent Shin: many other organizations as well. Throughout Clete's lifetime, he made
R A =1 PEISer. e ininger an impact on soil and water conservation through his farming practices

and his leadership capabilities.

fFairview 1st Graders proved just how terrific Apaches are by awarding Defiance
SWCD their Popcorn friday Donations! Students of Mes. Imm, Mrs. Meyer, Mrs. Nusbaum

generously contributed To the education programs this office provides. Mrs. Baker
humbly says thank you!



M Miguel lives in Sherwood and is a graduate of Fariview High
School. He recen+|y earned his Associate degrees in
y = Agronomy and Agribusiness from NWSCC, Migue| helps
operai‘e his Fcrmi|y E:rm, Stevenson Farms. He is invo|vecrin
grain proclud'ion and cloy to day farm operations. In addition
P L to crop Farming he raises meat goats and has a strong interest
_syMeELR - 4'# ARG in agriculture, conservation, and natural resource
/11/7. gA/ W o ' management. Migue| is excited to gain experience with
Defiance Soil & Water Conservation District and work with
local landowners and producers +|'1roughou+ the county.

Defiance SWCD is proud to partner with General Motors Defiance to promote a healthy
environment throughout Defiance County. Once again, in celebration of Earth Day, GM provided a
tree for every first grader in the county. Over 475 students participated in a learning activity about
trees and their importance to our communities before receiving their own spruce tree to plant and
care for. "Seeing the excitement and responsibility these kids have as they take their tree Is always
a highlight of the year. It's great to have adults come up and tell me about “their trees” that they
received as school kids that are now fully grown. Caring and nurturing something that not onl
gets large and changes the landscape, but also lasts such a long time and provides so much habitat
makes a terrific impact. I hope when they become adults these kids are able to tell someone their

tree story as well.

Holy Cross

: .A - |
/H_ZAthosummer 2026 H20hio (/fpa/onte Soil.

H20hio continues to be a state funded program run H)rough the ODA and imp/emeﬁed at the local Where it all Begins
SWCD level Enrollment info the program is not curren*/_rj open, but Defiance continues fo work on the
2026 contracted /aaymen* /oracfices for area producers. If you are enrolled in H2Ohio and have not
turned in your Iualperwor/e for the 2026 Ipmm/igce verifications, Ip/ease do so asap. If you dont know what
needs turned in, ln/ease contact Amy Birtcher at W9-182-1T9% or email abirtcher@defiancecounty.oh.gov
with any H20hio oluesrions about 7Lge 2026 /amcfices/ lpaymenfs and the 2021 contracts. Eemembzr iaf
any ap lications of manure, fer*i/izer, and covers that halnlpen Ju/_(j Ist and after are for the 20771 crop
year. he contracts we have righv‘ now include crop years 2026 and 2021 We have not heard any new
information on whether the program will continue Ioeyona/ 2021 as of now. Thank you fo those Iproducers
who PWL the extra time info the program and we holpe everyone Is having a sate and Producﬁve crop
year.




The 2026 Penney Nature Center camp was a huge succcess
We had o 'ﬁo "happy" campers attend for the 2 weeks of camp
Y ‘" . )




Defiance Soil & Water / Defiance County Extension Office
welcome you to join us for our

tnnual [leeting, Clection of
oupervisors O [leld Day

9th From 3:00-
September ‘ WEDNESDAY ‘ 6:30pm

FOOD. FIELD DAY . SPEAKERS

06879 Evansport Rd
HIGHLIGHTS

Wood fired pizza, sides, and soft serve ice cream
Speakers on drainage and farm succession

Information stations for lawn care, composting and
horticulture

Craft Station: Bring the kids to participate in crafts/games
Election of Supervisors - Come to place your vote

Build a  fall planter - must  RSVP  to
baschemeier@defiancecounty.oh.gov or call 419-782-1794
to reserve a spot by 8.20.26

More details to follow




Take a few minutes to find the Patriotic words below and return it fo our office /a_(j Fria’ay,
Augusf Tth. The roma’om/y drawn winner will receive a US f/ag.

Last quarter winner was A\ WV, /A
Linda Hoffman who won
a Gardening basket..

. . ADAMS
Congratulations Linda!

AMERICA
BARBECUE
CELEBRATION
COLONIES
CONGRESS
FAMILY
FIREWORKS

FLAG
FOURTH
FREEDOM
HOLIDAY
HOT DOGS
INDEPENDENCE
JEFFERSON
JULY

LIBERTY
MUsIC
PARADE
PATRIOTIC
PICNIC
REVOLUTION
STATES
SUMMER
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Name:

Phone #:

The Defiance SWCD and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, sex, gender, identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public
assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department.
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DEFIANCE SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
06879 Evansport Road, Suite C
Defiance, Ohio 43512

Phone: 419.782.1794

Fax: 419.782.1791
defianceSWCD.org

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Jeff Hange

Roger Zeedyk IV

Kyle Weber

Luke Case

Rob Bostater
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DISTRICT/DITCH MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL

Kevin Hancock, Administrator
Jason Roehrig

Amy Birtcher

Wendy Baker

Brenda Aschemeier

Josh Limber

Ben Gerken

COUNTY OFFICE PHONE NUMBERS

Auditor 419.782.1926
Board of Elections 419.782.2906
Clerk of Courts 419.782.1936
Commissioners 419.782.4761
Engineer 419.782.4751
Dog Warden 419.784.2335

Emergency Management 419.784.1130
Farm Service Agency 419.782.4781

Health Department 419.784.3818
Highway Department 419.658.2309
NRCS (Defiance) 419.782.8751
OSU Extension 419.782.4771
Recorder 419.782.4741
Sheriff 419.784.1155
Soil & Water 419.782.1794
Treasurer 419.782.8741

. 419-782-1794

@ Defiance Soil & Water Conservation District

& www.defianceswcd.org

The Defiance Soil & Water Conservation (SWCD) Board has set
its regular monthly meetings for 7:30 a.m. on the third Tuesday
of each month unless otherwise noted. Changes to the meeting
times will be posted on our Facebook page and website.
Meetings will be held at the Evergreen Lane office complex,
06879 Evansport Road, Defiance, OH. Contact the SWCD office
at 419-782-1794 for meeting information.

N GIEPRAR D EFIANCE
*l Soil & Water

CONSERVATION DISTRICT




	Conservation News
	Defiance Soil & Water Conservation District | Summer 2026
	2026 Election of Officers will be held at our 2026 Annual meeting/Field day  on Wednesday, September 9th from 3:00-6:30 pm
	Candidates are Rob Bostater, Jeff Hange and Zach Rosebrock
	Rob Bostater
	Upcoming Events:

	Jeff Hange
	Zach Rosebrock
	Each year the Defiance Soil and Water Conservation District holds a public election for open positions on the Board of Supervisors. Board member positions are voluntary and elected members serve a three year term commencing January 1, 2027 and ending December 31, 2029. Individuals who own or occupy land within Defiance County and are 18 years of age or older may vote for their choice of Supervisor.
	There are 3 ways an eligible voter can cast a ballot:
	At the SWCD office, 06879 Evansport Road, from 8/11/2026 until 9/09/2026 during normal business hours; or
	At the SWCD Field Day, which will take place at 06879 Evansport Road on 9/09/2026 from 3:00pm - 6:30pm; voting time is 4:00pm - 6:00pm, or
	Voting absentee from 8/11/2026 until 9/09/2026, by requesting the ballot application and election ballot from the SWCD office at the following address 06879 Evansport Road, Defiance, OH, by calling 419-782-1794, or email baschemeier@defiancecounty.oh.gov. Absentee ballots must be received by the SWCD office by 9/09/2026 at 2:00pm.




	STUDENT COMPETITIONS
	Environmental Competition
	2026 Area 1 Envirothon Competition- held April 22nd- was hosted by Williams Soil Water Conservation District at the Williams County Conservation League south of Montpelier. Thirty-two teams representing twenty-two different school districts from across Area 1 competed. Defiance County Schools were well represented with teams from Ayersville, Hicksville, and Fairview. The top four teams from the Area Competition are eligible to go on and compete in the State Envirothon Competition in June. The competition requires teams of five students working together to complete test questions for the categories of soils, aquatics, forestry, and wildlife. Each of these also includes questions surrounding this year’s current issue: Non-Point Source pollution- It begins at Home! After scoring was completed, it was determined that Fairview Team 1 was first place with an overall score of 75.7. Their team scored highest in aquatics and tied for highest score in soils. Their advisor is Jacob Panico.
	In addition, Hicksville’s team placed 3rd with an overall score of 72.575. Hicksville team members are Maddy Hedge, Anna Saunders, Marelly Garcia, Zane Trzynka, and Alex Walters. Their advisor is Paul Payne.
	James Smith, Levi Panico, Drayden Grinnell-Dennis, Owen Speiser, Riley Zachrich



	Poster Contest Winners
	NACD’s Stewardship Poster Contest gives K-12 students an opportunity to share their creative talents with a stewardship message. This year’s theme, Soil. Where it all begins, asked students to influence the public about soils importance. Students from Ayersville, Fairview, Tinora, and Defiance City Schools participated. First Place entries in each category received a gift card for Phoenix Theaters. Second and Third Place winners were given ice cream gift cards to Apache Dairy Bar or Dee & Gee’s Dairy. First place winners in each category moved on to have their posters judged at the state level. Defiance SWCD thanks all students and teachers who partner with us to help educate our community about our natural resources.


	Cletus Vetter Scholarship receipients
	The SWCD has established this scholarship in memory of Clete Vetter. This annual college scholarship is meant to bring back into focus the vital necessity and passion for resource conservation by encouraging college-bound students to consider a career in conservation, natural resources, agriculture, or a related field. The scholarship committee decided to award 2 - $1,500 scholarships and 1- $500 this year. The scholarship committee reviewed many applications and based their decision on the course of study and the desire for higher education along with academic achievements, extra-curriculum activities and determination.
	Pictured from left to right: Dan Vetter, Ruby Elston, William Zeedyk, Owen Speiser, Kent Shininger
	Fairview 1st Graders proved just how terrific Apaches are by awarding Defiance SWCD their Popcorn Friday Donations! Students of Mrs. Imm, Mrs. Meyer, Mrs. Nusbaum generously contributed to the education programs this office provides. Mrs. Baker humbly says thank you!
	Miguel Garcia


	Welcome
	SUMMER INTERN
	Miguel lives in Sherwood and is a graduate of Fariview High School.  He recently earned his Associate degrees in Agronomy and Agribusiness from NWSCC, Miguel helps operate his family farm, Stevenson Farms.  He is involved in grain production and day to day farm operations.  In addition to crop farming he raises meat goats and has a strong interest in agriculture, conservation, and natural resource management.  Miguel is excited to gain experience with Defiance Soil & Water Conservation District and work with local landowners and producers throughout the county.
	Defiance SWCD is proud to partner with General Motors Defiance to promote a healthy environment throughout Defiance County. Once again, in celebration of Earth Day, GM provided a tree for every first grader in the county. Over 475 students participated in a learning activity about trees and their importance to our communities before receiving their own spruce tree to plant and care for. “Seeing the excitement and responsibility these kids have as they take their tree is always a highlight of the year. It’s great to have adults come up and tell me about “their trees” that they received as school kids that are now fully grown. Caring and nurturing something that not only gets large and changes the landscape, but also lasts such a long time and provides so much habitat makes a terrific impact. I hope when they become adults these kids are able to tell someone their tree story as well.
	Summer 2026 H2Ohio Update  H2Ohio continues to be a state funded program run through the ODA and implemented at the local SWCD level. Enrollment into the program is not currently open, but Defiance continues to work on the 2026 contracted payment practices for area producers. If you are enrolled in H2Ohio and have not turned in your paperwork for the 2026 practice verifications, please do so asap. If you don’t know what needs turned in, please contact Amy Birtcher at 419-782-1794 or email: abirtcher@defiancecounty.oh.gov with any H2Ohio questions about the 2026 practices/payments and the 2027 contracts. Remember that any applications of manure, fertilizer, and covers that happen July 1st and after are for the 2027 crop year. The contracts we have right now include crop years 2026 and 2027. We have not heard any new information on whether the program will continue beyond 2027 as of now. Thank you to those producers who put the extra time into the program and we hope everyone is having a safe and productive crop year.



	The 2026 Penney Nature Center camp was a huge succcess We had over 100 “happy” campers attend for the 2 weeks of camp
	Take a few minutes to find the Patriotic words below and return it to our office by Friday, August 7th.  The randomly drawn winner will receive a US flag.
	Last quarter winner was Linda Hoffman who won a Gardening basket..  Congratulations Linda!
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